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1998 - 2000 Post-Doc fellow, University of Piemonte Orientale "A. Avogadro", Novara, Italy. 
2001 - Present Associate Professor of Applied Biology, Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
University of Piemonte Orientale “A. Avogadro”, Novara, Italy. 
2013 – Eligible to be appointed as full professor in Applied Biology, 05/F1. 
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1998-2000 PostDoc, University of Piemonte Orientale 
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2013-2016 Member of the Joint Committee of Faculty and Students, University of 
Piemonte Orientale 
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University of Piemonte Orientale 

2013-2016 Member of the Research Committee of the Department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, University of Piemonte Orientale 

2009-2011 Member of the Board of the Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Piemonte 
Orientale 

 

 

 



MAIN FIELDS OF INTEREST 

1. Translational research 

2. Tumor models 

3. Receptors 

4. Gene Expression 

5. Signal Transduction 

 

CURRENT ISSUES OF RESEARCH 

1. Role of the Estrogen Receptor Beta in the progression of malignant pleural mesothelioma 

and ovarian cancer 

Preclinical and clinical data obtained from studies on malignant pleural mesothelioma and ovarian 

cancer suggest that ERbeta, activated by selective agonists, may constitute a new therapeutic 

opportunity. The project aims to characterize the functions of ERbeta and to assess the effects of 

selective agonists as single agents or in combination with chemotherapy. 

2.  Expression and function of AKT isoforms in the progression of malignant pleural 

mesothelioma 

The project aims to evaluate the expression levels of AKT1, AKT2 and AKT3 in tumor tissues from 

patients with malignant pleural mesothelioma, correlate their expression with different clinical 

parameters and characterize the specific function of each AKT isoform. 

3. Role of EZH2 - KDM6B in malignant pleural mesothelioma progression 

The project aims to characterize the role of different proteins in the control of post-translational 

modifications of histone H3 in malignant pleural mesothelioma and to evaluate the efficacy of new 

drugs that target them. 

4. TG2 as a potential therapeutic target in malignant pleural mesothelioma 

The project aims to characterize the role of TG2 in malignant pleural mesothelioma and to evaluate 

the effects of its inhibition as a new potential therapeutic approach.  

CURRENT FUNDED PROJECTS 

PROGRAMME FUNDED PROJECT 

Karo Bio Research Foundation Mechanistic characterization of ERbeta in mesothelioma and 
ovarian cancer 

Fondazione Buzzi Unicem Preclinical evaluation of novel therapies for malignant pleural 
mesothelioma  
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