
Mariagrazia Grilli 
 
PERSONAL DATA 
Born in Brescia, Italy.  Resident in Novara, Italy 
 
BIO AND EDUCATION 
Medical Degree (magna cum laude), University of Brescia, Medical School, Brescia, Italy 
Specialty in Biochemical and Clinical Sciences, University of Brescia, Brescia, Italy 
PhD in Experimental Medicine, University of Brescia, Brescia, Italy 
 
UNIVERSITY CAREER 

2005- Associate Professor of Pharmacology, DSF, UPO, Novara, Italy 

 
UNIVERSITY POSITIONS 

2015- DSF Representative Scientific Member, Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee , IACUC (Organismo per il Benessere Animale, OBA), UPO 

2011-2014 Vicepresident, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee   
 IACUC (Comitato Etico per la Sperimentazione Animale), UPO 

2008- Reference person for Erasmus exchange program with Helsinki University, 
Helsinki, Finland  

2013-oggi Member, Doctoral School Committee, PhD in Chemistry & Biology, UPO 

2006-2012 Member, Doctoral School Committee, PhD School in Pharmaceutical and Food 
Biotechnologies, UPO 

2003-2005 Lecturer in Pharmaceutical Biotechnology, Medical and Pharmaceutical 
Biotechnology School, Università Vita e Salute San Raffaele, Milano 

1998-2001 Lecturer in Immunopharmacology, School of Medicine, University of Brescia, 
Brescia, Italy 

1991-1996 Cultore della Materia (General and Special Pharmacology), School of 
Medicine, University of Brescia, Brescia, Italy  

 
 
SCIENTIFIC POSITIONS 

2016- Member of the Italian Committe for the European Register of Certified 
Pharmacologists  

2006-2011 President, Drug & Food Biotechnology Research Center, DiSCAFF, UPO, 
Novara, Italy 

2000-2005 Section Head, Cellular and Molecular Biology, Schering Plough Research 
Institute, San Raffaele Biomedical Science Park, Milan, Italy 

1997-2000 Principal Scientist, Schering Plough Research Institute, San Raffaele 
Biomedical Science Park, Milan, Italy 

1992 Visiting Scientist, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
Laboratory of Immunology, NIH, Bethesda, MD USA 

1990-1991 Fogarty Fellow, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
Laboratory of Immunology, NIH, Bethesda, MD USA 

1988-1999 Visiting Scientist, National Heart Lung and Blood Institute, Laboratory of 
Chemical Pharmacology, NIH, Bethesda, MD, USA 

 



 
 
MAIN FIELDS OF INTEREST 

1. Neural stem cells  

2. Adult neurogenesis 

3. Neuropsychiatric disorders 

4. Neuroplasticity 

5. NF-B 

 

CURRENT LINES OF RESEARCH 
 

1. Role of adult neurogenesis in the physiopathology of neuropsychiatric disorders  

2. Hippocampal and hypothalamic adult neural stem cells as targets of psychoactive drugs  

3. Contribution of neural stem cell abnormalities to cognitive impairment associated with 

Down Syndrome  

4. Role of NF-B mediated signalling in the modulation of adult neurogenesis and 

neuroplasticity 

5. Cross-communication between neural stem cells and non neuronal cells in the adult 

neurogenic niche  
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